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Match of a Lifetime 
13 years ago, Big Brother Ralph didn’t know the impact he would have on 6 year old Little Brother Frankie’s life.  
However, just this past summer, Frankie graduated from the Air Force Academy with his mom and Big Brother by his 
side in support! 
 
Frankie and Ralph were matched a few months after Frankie’s 6th birthday.  At the time, Frankie would not 
speak to anyone other than his mom, Mary.  Although it took some time and persistence, Frankie finally was 
able to open up with his Big Brother’s encouragement.  Frankie’s mom is grateful for Ralph’s consistency in 
his life.  Frankie learned ‘how to be free, he was locked up inside of himself’ before having a Big Brother.  
Frankie learned to have self-confidence, to care for others, to not be afraid to try new things.  In third grade, 
Frankie began to talk to his teacher and socialize with other children.  It was also the same year that Frankie 
said ‘I love you’ to his mom for the first time.   
 
Over the many years, Frankie & Ralph experienced many fun activities together, including:  basketball 
games, baseball games, garage sales, boy scout activities and making Christmas gifts out of wood for    
Frankie’s family members.  However, most of the activities they did together were ordinary and simple...it 
was their relationship that made a difference in Frankie’s life.   
 
Mary is grateful for Ralph’s commitment to volunteering and the profound difference he made in Frankie’s 
life.  This was evident as she watched her son graduate from the Air Force Academy! 
 

BBBS Annual Winter Party! 
 
Don’t miss out on the winter FUN!!  Big Brothers Big 
Sisters is once again hosting a winter get-together for 
ALL youth, volunteers and their families throughout our 
Rock, Walworth & Jefferson County programs.  Join us 
at the Janesville Ice Arena (arena is also home to the 
Janesville Jets Hockey Team) during National          
Mentoring Month!  Free skating fun will be available on      
January 27th from 5:45-7:45pm.  Stop by and enjoy 
skate rental and open skate compliments of one of our 
great partners….North East Business Association! 
 

Cookies and warm cider will be available.   
 

RSVP by calling 888-904-KIDS or  
emailing bbbs4kids@hotmail.com 

Janesville Ice Arena 
821 Beloit Avenue ~ Janesville 

 

Friday, January 27th 
5:45 till 7:45 pm 



MATCH NEWSMAKERSMATCH NEWSMAKERS  
'Start by doing what is necessary, then do what is possible, and suddenly you are doing the impossible.' 

St. Francis of Assisi 

                      CCelebrateelebrate        
• Congratulations to Big Brother Brad Perry and his wife on their new            

addition...Hailey Lynn Wailani Perry joined them on 9/16/11 at 6lbs 11 ozs! 
• Congrats to BB Jon Flora who received the WI State School Volunteer of 

the Year award last April for his volunteer work at Jackson Elementary 
School in Janesville.       

• Thank you to BB Dennis & LB Zach for helping clean up the BBBS         
sponsored section of the Ice Age Trail last spring ~ what great work you do! 

Congratulations to the following matches for celebrating 3 or 
more years together in 2011 ~ HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!   
 

3 years: 
BB Dave Thompson & LB Christan—March 
BB Loren Bretl & LB Andrew—June 
BB Robert Barbano & LB Noah—June 
BB Bill Vernon & LB Michael—July 
BS Denise Sheldon & LS Autumn—August 
BS Amanda Wallace & LS Kara—October 
BS Diana Libke & LS Kennedy—November 
BS Stephanie Wottreng & LS Miranda—December 
 

4 years: 
BB Paul Hanson & LB Geovanni—February 
BS Heidi Schmelzer & LS Brittany—March 
BB Becky Costello & LS Natalie—April 
BS Erica Pladies & LS McKenna—June 
BB Paul Donovan & LB Cameron—August 
BB Jim Meacham & LB Cody—October 
BS Emily Veselsky & LS Samantha—November 
 

5 years: 
BS Susan Wenzler & LS Jamie—July 
BS Cathy Burt & LS Catyana—July 
BS Kathy Anderson & LS Dionne—July 
 

6 years: 
BB Monroe Puttnam & LB Alex—May 
BB Troy Matson & LB Noah—October 
BB Dan Slattery & LB Brandon—October  
 

7 years: 
BB Bob Langer & LB Brandon—March 
BS Becky Esselman & LS Veronica—September 
 

8 years: 
BS Laurie Feith & LS Christina—January 
 

10 years!!!!!!!!!!! 
BS Beth Pederson & LS Nellie—November 

Looking for Some FUN Match Activity Ideas?? 
 

Form your own book club, pop popcorn the old fashioned way, 
draw/paint/do an art project, make a calendar to  

schedule outings together, go bowling, keep a journal of all your 
outings together, make friendship bracelets, visit a local museum, 

volunteer at a local nursing home, ring bells for the Salvation     
Army, teach him/her how to change a flat tire, put on a puppet 

show, visit a gym or the YMCA, teach your Little about chores, go 
geo caching, learn to ice skate, take a walk and take pictures,  go      
sledding, learn to ice fish, make your own holiday cards together, 

start an indoor garden, rent a movie, complete a jigsaw puzzle, 
bake holiday cookies, build a snowman or fort, spend time on a   

college campus, attend a sporting event...have fun, together! 

CONGRATULATIONS to Little Sister Lupe 
(6 years old) of Fort Atkinson for winning the 
Miss WI American Princess Title in August!  
She will be representing Wisconsin by attending 
the November national pageant in Florida. 
 

The pageant is based on 
family values, morals, no 
makeup for girls under 14 
and age appropriate        
apparel.  Lupe won in cate-
gories for best thank you note to the sponsor, 
coloring contest and best dressed to name a few.   
 

Lupe’s foster parents entered her into the      
pageant because the pageant’s focus was on   
education, confidence, being active and commu-
nity involvement.  GOOD LUCK LUPE! 



Match highlightsMatch highlights  
There is no better exercise for your heart, than reaching down and helping to lift someone up.  

Bernard Meltzer  

Match Made Transition from Lunch 
Buddies to Community Based 

 

Big Sister Sally decided to volunteer with BBBS when she 
heard a radio ad for mentor recruitment...and since her only 
child was in college, now was a perfect time to get         
involved.  Sally was matched with her Little, Joslin, 
through the Lunch Buddies program at Jackson Elementary 
in Elkhorn.  Joslin always seemed to look forward to their 
lunch together every Tuesday.  As the summer was         
approaching, Sally didn’t want to lose the connection that 
they had built so they decided to transfer to the Community 
Base program.  The summer was full of great memories, 
including:  dinner in Lake Geneva, a picnic in Williams 
Bay, baking treats for their families and going to the      
library.  Each week, they photograph their time together so 
that they can put a scrapbook together of their fun! 
 

“I have found that belonging to BBBS 
gives me an inner joy of being able to 
bring something to my little, that    
hopefully brightens their day!  Joslin 
adds that special something to my life 
that is undescribable.  I have never  
given a second thought as to if  this 
was the right decision.” 
~ Big Sister Sally 
 
 

Stay connected with Big Brothers 
Big Sisters!!  If you have an address 
or cell # change, please notify your 
Match Support Specialist.  ‘LIKE’ 
us on Facebook to keep updated on 

our events and local things going on! 

Below is an email excerpt from a new Lunch Buddy volunteer in Fort Atkinson.  She sent this 
email to her 4 grown children who are away at college about her first day volunteering! 
 
Hi Guys, 
 

Thought you might get a kick out of this. I hope you enjoyed this beautiful day as much as I 
did. I started my lunch buddy program at Luther School today. Met my little buddy - a fourth 
grade girl who could use a few more positive influences in her life - had lunch - then out for 
recess where I got picked LAST for kickball. LAST - Me!! LAST!!!  
 

Well I showed them. Had a great boot out to right field but they called it foul, which it wasn't. 
I had the best view from home plate and I argued a bit but gave up. Got a double later on that. 
I'm sure had the other team regretting not choosing me.  
 

Muffed one in the field but made a decent catch on another. I was the only one on my team 
who didn't argue about getting to be the pitcher. I kicked a fielder's choice toward third base 
and forced an overly-sensitive teammate into an out at third. He was out by about 5 steps and 
started to cry that no way was he out. Ah, the elementary school playground. What a riot!  
 

As we were heading down the corridor to the recess door my little buddy waited til we were 
alone, then tipped her head a bit and asked with great concern, "Do you even know how to 
play kickball?" 
  

Love you, 
Mom   

Little Sister Making a Difference! 
I am a Big Sister to 8 year old Alazae in Jefferson County.  One 
evening, Alazae & I were talking about what we could do and she 
decided she wanted to set up a lemonade stand at the Lion’s Pavil-
ion on the bike trail to raise money to buy pet food for the humane     
society.  So, we went to Sentry and bought Lemonade and     
cookies—believe it or not, we had about 5 customers and made 
$15!! (obviously our customers were very generous).  We took 
our $15 to Kmart and bought cat food, dog food and hamster/
gerbil food along with a dog toy and cat toy.   I know this is not 
big news but I think it’s pretty 
admirable of Alazae to come up 
with this act of kindness all on 
her own.   
 

Big Sister Lou Ann 
*Lou Ann began as a Lunch Buddy  
volunteer and transitioned as a Big   
Sister in the Community Based  
Program 



2011 MENTORING in Review2011 MENTORING in Review  
A Letter from our Executive Director...A Letter from our Executive Director... 

I want to begin with THANKING all of the volunteers that have made Big Brothers Big Sisters successful this 
past year!  Whether a Big, Lunch Buddy, Action Team/committee member, Board of Directors volunteer, business 
partner or someone who volunteers their time at an event, we would not be able to reach area youth in need of 
mentoring without your service….so, thank you for your commitment to BBBS! 
 
This past year our agency experienced growth with the Lunch Buddies program throughout all three of our service 
counties.  The Walworth County expansion into Wileman Elementary School in Delavan and Eastview Elementary 
in Lake Geneva has been successful with the hope to expand into other schools in the near future.  This fall, the 
Lunch Buddies program also expanded to West Elementary School in Jefferson.   
 
The demand for volunteer mentors continues to rise in both our Lunch Buddies and Community Based programs.  
Our agency continues to focus efforts on recruiting committed volunteers, but we are also asking for your help!   As an advocate for our   
mentoring programs, please share your positive experiences with co-workers, family and friends.  Encourage them to consider being a role 
model to an area youth through one of our programs.  We continue to have Littles on our wait lists (especially boys)...with your recruitment 
help, some of these youth can soon be matched to begin experiencing the positive effects of youth mentoring.  Although the application and 
match process does take some time, the rewards are endless for both the Little and Big!   
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters is both a volunteer and donor driven organization.  We are thankful to many of our gracious partners, including the 
Stinebrink’s family and their Piggly Wiggly stores for their annual summer golf outing, the Hog Cabin staff for hosting the Hog Hula      
fundraiser on Memorial Day, United Ways, as well as the numerous service groups and foundations that have donated their financial         
resources or time to BBBS.  In order to continue meeting the increasing number of referrals and more schools wanting to have a Lunch     
Buddies program, we will need to increase our income to meet the demand.  Competition for funds has increased this past year and is        
expected to continue for the years ahead.  The heart of our mentoring program are our volunteers.  You can help by becoming involved or 
letting us know if your company or organization is looking for an opportunity to get involved by donating or helping to raise funds.  Some 
activities are fairly easy, such as selling raffle tickets, and some will require more involvement like a Bowl For Kids Sake event.  Whatever 
type of fundraising activity fits into your schedule, it seems like we have an opportunity for someone throughout the year to help.   
 
And finally, all the work by staff, volunteers, and donors does make a difference.  The personal stories shared by so many once they know 
you are a part of BBBS, shows how spending time with a child facing adversity does make a difference.  So, Start Something, and help make 
a difference in the lives of everyone involved with BBBS. 
 
Regards, 
 
Luke Fenton, Executive Director 
608-362-8223 or bbbsluke@hotmail.com 

MENtors needed as Big Brothers! 
 

Jalen is a 9-year-old who is looking for a positive role model to spend time with.  
He lives in Janesville with his mom.  Jalen is an active kid who enjoys playing 
outside, swimming and video games.  His dad is in and out of his life so he is 
looking for a Big Brother to do “guy things” with and who can help him learn to 
make good choices. 
 

Avonte is an 11-year-old who has been on our waiting list for over a year and a 
half.  He lives in Beloit with his mom and his younger sister who is matched 
through the program.  Avonte is looking for someone to hang out with and talk to.  
He enjoys a variety of activities including going to the park, going out to eat and 
going to the movies.  He does okay in school, but struggles with math and would 
like help learning how to be better at math.  
 

In Search of a Big Sister... 
 

Brianna is a 13-year-old girl who loves to sing.  She lives in Beloit with 
her mom and attends school in Clinton.  Her interests include music, 
swimming, playing outside and riding her scooter. When Brianna grows 
up she wants to be an actress and a singer.  She is a bubbly little girl 
who is looking for someone to spend time with and who can maybe 
show her new things. 
 

Paris is a 9-year-old girl who lives in Janesville with her mom.  She is a 
very loving and caring little girl who enjoys being helpful.  Paris has 
some mild cognitive disabilities, but tries her hardest at everything.  She 
enjoys watching movies, reading, writing stories, bowling and going to 
the park.  Paris is looking for someone who can help her build her     
self-confidence and relationships. 

The youth mentioned above are only a sample of some great kids who are on the BBBS ‘waiting to be matched list’.  Currently, BBBS has 
63 kids waiting throughout Rock, Walworth & Jefferson Counties for someone to enter their life as a special friend and mentor.  Some kids 
have been waiting for 1 or maybe even 2 years (especially boys).  These youth are between the ages of 6 & 14 and have a variety of         
personalities and different interests.  Consider making a difference as a Mentor by calling one of our Match Enrollment Specialists for more 
information or a volunteer application packet.   

Rock County ~ Lexi Siatos 608.362.8223 or bbbslexi@hotmail.com 
Jefferson County ~ Michelle Wales  920.563.2876 or bbbsmichelle@hotmail.com 
Walworth County ~ Karen Medema  262.728.8865 or bbbskarenm@hotmail.com 




