
One event benefiting all mentoring programs throughout Rock, Walworth & Jefferson Counties! 

���������	�
�������
�	�
���������	�
�������
�	�
���������	�
�������
�	�
���������	�
�������
�	�
� ���
���
�����������������	��	�
���������	
���
�����������������	��	�
���������	
���
�����������������	��	�
���������	
���
�����������������	��	�
���������	
� ���

����	��������	�
�	��	�����	��������	�
�	��	�����	��������	�
�	��	�����	��������	�
�	��	�� ���
������������� ��� �! �! �! �!� ���"#$������������%&&&
!��'
%���"#$������������%&&&
!��'
%���"#$������������%&&&
!��'
%���"#$������������%&&&
!��'
%��� �

 

It's time to dust off that old bowling ball and mark your calendars for a fun afternoon of bowling for a good cause! The Big 
Brothers Big Sisters’ Annual Bowl for Kids' Sake will take place on Saturday, March 20th at Rock River Lanes in Fort 
Atkinson starting at 3 pm. 
 

You don't need to be a bowler… our fun format will make everyone feel like a pro! All participants who bring in their $100 
minimum pledge goal receive an official Bowl for Kids' Sake t-shirt, pizza, a door prize ticket, and a chance for great 
pledge level prizes!  BBBS will also have a great silent auction and 50/50 raffles available.  
 

So, why not form a team, collect pledges from co-workers, friends and family and join us on the lanes to have some fun 
while raising money for a great cause.  Individuals and teams can register by calling 888-904-KIDS (or emailing 
bbbsjolynn@hotmail.com)! Anyone can form a team, or better yet, why not become a Company Coordinator at your  
workplace?  Past participants have commented that this is a great way to spend some fun time with their co-workers...build 
morale, encourage teamwork or just hang out together outside of the office!  Manpower and Patch Products have already 
registered their corporate teams...join the fun and register yours today to compete for top team pledge level prizes! 
 

Matches, this is a great activity for you and your Little to participate in together and spend some time with other matches. 
As always, youth are encouraged, but not required to collect pledges.  All youth participating will receive free kids meal 
coupons from various restaurants plus those who raise pledges have a chance at winning a $50 Savings Bond and other 
great prizes! 
 

This is the only agency fundraising event that we encourage our volunteers, matches and families to participate in.  As a 
donor-funded agency, Bowl For Kids is vital to meeting our agency’s financial budget goals.  We rely on our great  
advocates and volunteers to share their personal experience with others by raising pledges to support the mentoring 
programs that they are involved with.  Help mentor more area kids and participate in the annual Bowl For Kids’ event! 

 * For more event information contact 888-904-KIDS, bbbsjolynn@hotmail.com or visit www.bbbs4kids.org 
 

· To set-up your own personal pledge site, visit:  www.firstgiving.com/bbbsrwj ~ make it easy to reach  
your pledge goal by sending a link to your contacts asking for their support to your cause.  

3 PM 

2010 SPONSORS 
as of 2/1/10 

 
 

Helping Hand Sponsor 
Optimist Club of Fort Atkinson 

Lake Mills Optimist Club 
Kikkoman Foods 

Optimist Club of Jefferson 
 

Kids Sponsor 
Eaton Corporation 
Nieuweinhuis Bros.  

 

Corporate Team Participation 
Manpower 

Patch Products 
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CONGRATULATIONS  to the following matches who celebrated 3 or 
more years together during 2009!  Thank you for setting a good example  

and being a positive role model to your Little! 

3 years: 
Jean Franz & Little Katie 
Cathy Burt & Little Cat 

Sarah/Brad Olsen & Little Tyler 
Steve Porter & Little Noah 
Brad Smith & Little Skyler 

Marlene Bystad & Lunch Buddy Sierra 
Pat Knoble & Lunch Buddy Sarah 
Jack Torpy & Lunch Buddy Damon 
Pete Skelly & Lunch Buddy Forest 
Denise Skelly & Lunch Buddy Kai 

Rodney Meiller & Little Brody 
David Nelson & Little Chris 

Kathy Anderson & Little Dionne 
Theresa Quednow & Little Sarah 

Corey Wirth & Little Ryan 

4 years: 
Troy Matson & Little Noah 
Amber Fox & Little Tiffany 

Deena & Monroe Putnam & Little Alex 
Dan Slattery & Little Brandon 

Henry Kwiatkowski & Little Dominic 
 

5 years: 
Becky Esselman and Little Veronica 

Brenda McCumber & Lunch Buddy Delanie 
Ron Seacord & Little Chase 

Carol Morem & Little Christa 
 

6 years: 
Christine Janzen & Little Trista 

 

11 years: 
Ralph Dickman & Little Frankie 



Bill Vernon, of Roscoe, has been a Big Brother for 1 1/2 years to 
his Little, Michael.  Bill was looking for a volunteer opportunity 
and turned to United Way of North Rock County who referred 
him to the Big Brothers Big Sisters program.   
 

Bill and Michael have enjoyed various sporting events together.  
They’ve attended Milwaukee Brewers, Milwaukee Bucks, UW 
Madison Hockey and Rockford Ice Hog games.  They’ve also 
participated in many of the BBBS sponsored events such as the 
summer picnics and the 2008 holiday party at the Whitewater 
Aquatics Center.  
 

Michael was even chosen to participate in the Wii Home Run  
Challenge in front of the crowd at a Madison Mallards game they  
attended!  Together they’ve also met 2 former Green Bay Packers 
players at an autograph session at a local Culvers Restaurant...
what wonderful memories that will last a lifetime!  They also have had just as much fun hanging out and talk-
ing, while playing catch with the baseball or throwing around the football. 
 

Bill has seen positive changes in Michael through their time together.  Michael has done better in school and 
interacts with peers and adults easier. Bill was most proud of Michael when he didn’t resist the idea of ringing 
bells together for the Salvation Army during the holidays (see picture).  They even worked together on        
performing some skits to raise extra change for the red kettle!   
 

Bill is a great advocate and volunteer for Big Brothers Big Sisters—thank you for all you 
do for your community and for Michael! 
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www.bbbs4kids.org     888-904-KIDS 
Did you know that you can now find us on Facebook?  Search for Big Brothers Big Sisters  

of Rock, Walworth & Jefferson Counties to stay connected. 
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Have you checked out the Big  
Brothers Big Sisters website lately?   
 
If not, please save www.bbbs4kids.org as a favorite 
on your computer & check back often.  Events,  
pictures and goings-on are listed there.  Keep updated 
on agency activities by checking out both the         
calendar as well as the events tab. 
 
Does your Match Support Specialist have your most 
current email?  As a non-profit, we try to cut back on 

mass mailings and would like to 
email as often as we can.  When free 
tickets and activities are available, 
we want you to be the first to know!  
Next time you talk with your Match 
Support Specialist, make sure she 
has your current contact info! 



����������	
��
�
���������
����	
���

�
MICHELLE WALES  

920-563-2876 or bbbsmichelle@hotmail.com  
(Fort Atkinson schools) 

Rockwell •  Purdy  • Luther •  Barrie  
(Whitewater schools) 

Washington • Lincoln •  Whitewater Middle  
�

BROOKE SHACKLETON 
262-728-8865 or bbbsbrooke@netzero.com  

(Elkhorn schools) 
West Side • Jackson • Elkhorn Middle School  

�
ERIN MARTIN  

608-362-8223 or bbbserin@hotmail.com  
(Beloit schools) 

Robinson • Morgan • Gaston •  Aldrich •  Wright 
(Evansville schools) 

Theodore Robinson Intermediate School 
(Janesville schools) 

Van Buren • Roosevelt • Jackson • Kennedy  
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Craig High School’s ‘Live United’ students wanted to give back in 
their community and experience the positive effects of youth mentor-
ing.  Together with their advisor and members of the United Way   
office and board of directors, they joined kindergarten students at 
Roosevelt Elementary School for a lunch hour of food, crafts, games 
and fun!  
 

“We hope this positive experience will encourage these high school 
students to explore additional volunteer opportunities with Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters,” stated Erin Martin, Big Brothers Big Sisters Lunch 
Buddies Coordinator.  “I think both the kindergarteners and the high schoolers got so 
much out of this experience.  So many smiles were shared during the 1 1/2 hours 
they had together. It’s always amazing to see the effect on youth’s lives when    
someone shares a little bit of extra attention to them.” 
 

Big Brothers Big Sisters currently has Lunch Buddies programs in the Janesville,  
Beloit, Fort Atkinson, Whitewater and Elkhorn areas.   Volunteers are encouraged to 
call 888-904-KIDS or visit www.bbbs4kids.org for information.  Volunteers are 
asked to share one lunch period a week (about 45 minutes) with a child at their 
school.  This volunteer opportunity is perfect for the busy business professional,    
retiree or anyone who has a lunch hour to share with a child. 
 

Thank You to Craig’s Live United group for making a difference in 
these kids lives!!! 
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As of February 1st, Erin Martin will be taking over the Rock County 
Enrollment Specialist position as well as the Beloit Lunch Buddies 
Coordinator responsibilities.  In her new roll as Enrollment Specialist, 
she will be working with Community-Based volunteers and families 
through the application and match process. 
 
During the staff transition, Erin will also be continuing to handle the  
Janesville Lunch Buddies position until this 
position has been filled.  Erin can be reached 
at bbbserin@hotmail.com or 362-8223 if you 
have any questions.  Congratulations to Erin 
& good luck to Carissa Jackson in her new  
endeavors.  Thank you for your involvement 
with Big Brothers Big Sisters!  

ROCK COUNTY STAFF CHANGES  



A special THANK YOU  to North East Business Association 
(NEBA) for sponsoring our annual Holiday Party.  BBBS 
held it at the Janesville Ice Arena on 12/6 so many area kids 
could enjoy a few hours trying their luck at learning how to 
ice skate.  Thank you to Janesville Leisure Service/Janesville 
Ice Arena for hosting our event, to Old Fashioned Bakery for   
donating those yummy holiday cookies and to Tom Brien for 
bringing Santa!!!   
 

The pictures at the right show the fun everyone had...plus the 
special visit from Santa!  Thank you to everyone who  
attended ~ it was nice to have such a good turnout at our 
holiday party! 

Delavan Lanes’ Community Give Back 
 
Lavonne, Manager of Delavan Bowling Lanes, 
wanted to do something special for her community 
so she opened up her bowling alley for the  
members of Big Brothers Big Sisters.  Matches and 
their families were treated to 2 hours of free  
bowling & shoe rental compliments of Delavan 
Lanes on January 23rd.   
 

THANK YOU Delavan Lanes for partnering with 
our youth programs to provide such a fun activity! 
Pictured below are a few of the BBBS members  
who joined in the fun at Delavan Lanes! 
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A special note to BBBS from Big Sister Jamie who attended the 
holiday party with her Little Sister…. 
 

Thanks again for organizing the event and your dedication to Big  
Brothers Big Sisters. The program means so much to both Erika 
and me. It may not turn her life around completely, but the memo-
ries are unforgettable. I hope that the exposure to new recrea-
tional, cultural, and educational experiences will later help her 
make positive choices in life. This is because she will know that 
these things are out there. Without the program, I don't believe she 
would have known anything different than her home environments 
and neighborhood.  I'm sure she is not the only child whose life is 
changing for the better! 

Big Brothers Big Sisters celebrated during January with 
NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH !  Many       
activities were offered from UW–Whitewater           
basketball tickets to free bowling at Delavan Lanes.       
Janesville Jets Hockey and Milwaukee Bucks tickets 
were also handed out to matches and their families to 
provide free, fun things to do during this cold winter 
month! 
 

Thank you to our great volunteers who share their time 
and talents with youth in our communities.  Please  
continue to be an advocate and share your positive    
experiences with friends or co-workers.  Big Brothers 
Big Sisters has volunteer opportunities available in 
many of our partnering schools for Lunch Buddy    
VOLUNTEERS as well as BIG BROTHERS in our 
community based mentoring programs.  As a volunteer, 
you are our best recruitment resource as you share your   
involvement with those around you ~ thank you! 



2010 BOARD of DIRECTORS 
Deanna Ohman—PRESIDENT 
Kathy Murray—VICE PRES. 

Mike Gosenheimer—SEC. 
Jim Markgraf  
Paul Kempson  
Jim Meacham 

John Kannengeiser 
Tom Macone 

 
2010 JEFFERSON COUNTY  

ACTION TEAM  
Jim Meacham—LEADER  

Mike Gosenheimer 
Susan Wenzler 
Jim Markgraf 

Amanda Donnelly 

 
2010 TRI COUNTY STAFF 

Luke Janiak-Fenton— 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 

Wendy Aide 
JoLynn Burden 
Amber Burke 
Erin Martin 

Crystal Monyak 
Brooke Shackleton 

Michelle Wales 

�
Beloit Office 

1239 Huebbe Parkway, 53511 
608-362-8223 

Fort Atkinson NEW Office  
734 Madison Avenue, 53538 

920-563-2876 

Delavan Office 
1545 Hobbs Drive, 53115 

262-728-8865 
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Dear Friends of Big Brothers Big Sisters,                                          2�����������9���  
 
 

It is my honor to address you as the new Executive Director of Big Brothers Big      
Sisters of Rock, Walworth and Jefferson Counties.  I am excited to have joined such a 
reputable non-profit agency last November and to have had the opportunity to follow in 
the footsteps of Nancy Mignon and the excellent work she has done over the last 18 
years.   
 

I would like to take the opportunity to share some insights into my background.  I am a 
native of Wisconsin and currently live in Janesville with my spouse, Julie, two dogs and 
two cats.  Until recently, I worked at Beloit College with the internship program and as 
the Employer Relations Coordinator.  Prior to Beloit College, I have worked as a  
financial consultant as well as at a variety of roles at universities, mostly in the  
Midwest.  Currently, I serve on the Board of Directors of Nutrition and Health Associ-
ates (Rock County’s WIC program) and volunteer as a community member with United 
Way and chair the Building and Sustaining Strong Families and Communities Impact 
Committee.  I earned my degree in school counseling and was a camp counselor for six 
summers in northern Wisconsin.  I was also a Big Brother volunteer for a short time 
while working in LaCrosse a number of years ago.  I have been familiar with the local 
BBBS program over the last several years because my wife has been a Lunch Buddy as 
well as a Big Sister in their community-based mentoring program.  In my spare time, I 
like to cook, play golf, canoe, play cards and watch the Packers. 
 

I have enjoyed my first few months at Big Brothers Big Sisters and am looking forward 
to meeting the future challenges of this role.  The success of our programs depend on 
our professional staff, board leadership, dedicated volunteers, advocacy from our  
community partners and vision from our generous donors.   
 

By working together towards a shared goal, I know our youth mentoring programs will 
continue to flourish and meet its mission.   I look forward to meeting all of our  
community partners and program participants over the 
next year.  Please feel free to contact me if you have 
any questions or concerns regarding our local Big 
Brothers Big Sisters programs.  
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Luke Janiak-Fenton, Executive Director 
608-362-8223 
bbbsluke@hotmail.com 

Are you looking for a way to give back in your 
community and utilize your business experience?  

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters is looking for energetic, talented individuals to join 
their volunteer Board of Directors, Jefferson County Action Team and Wal-
worth County Action Team.  Each of these groups work to 
provide leadership, fiscal knowledge and long–term strategic 
direction to the agency serving Rock, Walworth & Jefferson 
Counties.   
 

For more information, please contact Luke Janiak-Fenton at 
608-362-8223 or bbbsluke@hotmail.com. 
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Advertising sponsorships are available for quarterly newsletter and web/banner advertising on 
www.bbbs4kids.org.   Support BBBS & showcase your business at the same time! 

Email bbbsjolynn@hotmail.com for more information 
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Don’t wait to be a part of something big, 
be a BIG part of something today!� 
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Creating a partnership with Big Brothers Big Sisters benefits 
America’s most important asset – our children.  Successful      
partnerships with businesses, foundations, and organizations are 
fundamental to supporting our volunteer programs and providing 
mentoring relationships for all children who need and want them, 
contributing to brighter futures, better schools, and stronger    
communities for all. 

Pictured below are: 

Brigette Kutschma of Pilot Travel of Oak Creek with JoLynn    
Burden, BBBS, loading up holiday gifts to be distributed to area 
families. 

Data Dimension employees around their ‘Giving Tree’ as BBBS 
picks up holiday gifts to give to program families. 

Lavonne of Delavan Lanes posing with kids from BBBS as she 
offered a free afternoon of bowling to BBBS families.  
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Proud partner with United Way  
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Donation gifts can be made payable to BBBS and mailed to their main office at:  
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Rock, Walworth & Jefferson Counties, 1239 Huebbe Parkway, Beloit, WI  53511.   
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To make a tax-deductible donation with your credit card, please visit:   

www.firstgiving.com/bbbsgeneraldonation 
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